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Dear Sir: 

The following is in response to the Office Action dated July 16, 2003. 


The Examiner rejected claims 1-3 and 6-8 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Zhang in view of Severson and Goh. The Examiner admits that Zhang does not disclose 
actively reducing the amplitude of a reference tract. The Examiner states that Goh discloses this 
limitation. The applicant respectfully traverses this contention. 

As discussed on column 2, lines 33-58 of Goh, this reference performs a DC erase on the 
actual test signal, not the reference signal. The test signal is then normalized with a reference 
signal that is rewritten before each measurement. Goh does not disclose actively reducing the 
"reference" signal as recited in the claims of the above-entitled application. Goh increases the 
reference signal by rewriting the signal before the measurement of its amplitude. By increasing 
instead of decreasing the reference signal Goh actually teaches away from the present claimed 
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